
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Date of Meeting: February 5, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Members Present: Wesolowski, Groat. 
 
Also Present:  Gehin. 
 
In compliance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statutes, notice of this meeting was posted and received by 
the Wausau Daily Herald in the proper manner. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2015 Street Improvement Project 

Flieth Street from Park Boulevard to South 11th Avenue 
   South 22nd Avenue from Nehring Street to the cul-de-sac       
 
Wesolowski explained in accordance with state statutes the Board of Public Works is required to hold a 
public hearing for proposed projects involving special assessments and take testimony from property 
owners who are affected. The testimony is forwarded to the Capital Improvements and Street 
Maintenance Committee which will meet February 12, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. and will approve, disapprove 
or modify the plans or assessments for the project and forward a recommendation to the Common 
Council. It is anticipated the Common Council will take action at the February 24, 2015 meeting.  There 
were no objections to dispense with the reading of the official hearing notice.   
 
Wesolowski stated staff from the Engineering Department will be available after the public hearing if 
there are specific questions about individual properties or the work to be done under the project. 
 
Flieth Street from Park Boulevard to South 11th Avenue  
 
Wesolowski asked persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
William Unruh appeared representing Our Savior’s Church.  He questioned why Flieth Street did not 
qualify for the lower assessment rate.  Wesolowski replied that 22nd Avenue received Community 
Development Block Grant funding as the area is mainly low to moderate income.  Flieth Street did not 
qualify for the funding and the funding is strictly for residential properties.  A church would not qualify 
for the reduced rate. 
 
Glen Witter, 800 Imm Street, owns 805 Flieth Street, 901 Flieth Street and 715 Flieth Street.  He stated 
this area is low income and questioned why the lower assessment rate does not apply.  Wesolowski 
explained that staff looks for streets that are mainly residential.  This stretch of Flieth Street has a lot of 
commercial properties and duplexes, which do not qualify for the reduced residential rate.  On this 
section of Flieth Street only three residents would have qualified.  Witter noted that the abuse done to 
Flieth Street is due to truck traffic from Kolbe and Kolbe and because of that he is not happy with his 
sizeable assessments.  Wesolowski explained that CISM and the Common Council set the assessment 
rate and it does not distinguish between streets.  The rate is approximately 60% of the street 
reconstruction cost, which is a policy set by Council.  Witter stated he owns three LLC's with three 
separate properties.  The assessment for each property does not exceed $20,000, but the total of the three 
properties does.  He questioned if the amounts could be combined so that he could pay installments over 
a 10 year period versus 5 years. 
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There were no further comments regarding Flieth Street from Park Boulevard to South 11th Avenue and 
the public hearing was closed. 
 

South 22nd Avenue from Nehring Street to the cul-de-sac 
 
Wesolowski asked persons in attendance who wished to speak regarding special assessments to come to 
the podium and give their name, address and comments.   
 
John Amundsen, 701 South 22nd Avenue, stated this is the first time he has had to deal with anything 
like this.  He noted that he is low income due to being a retired City of Wausau employee.  He 
questioned if sidewalk would be installed and Wesolowski replied no.  Amundson is surprised that he is 
the only resident from 22nd Avenue to appear at the public hearing and questioned if there was any way 
to stop the project.  Wesolowski explained the testimony given today would be forwarded to CISM who 
makes a recommendation to the Common Council.  The Council has the final decision if the project 
moves forward.  Amundson stated for the record that he is against the project. 
 
There were no further comments regarding 22nd Avenue from Nehring Street to the cul-de-sac and the 
public hearing was closed. 
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