
AIRPORT COMMITTEE 

Time and Place:  Wednesday, February 10th, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Wausau Downtown Airport 
Terminal Conference Room 

Members Present:  Nagle, Mohr, Mielke, Gehrt, Abitz, Prehn, Kellbach 

Members Excused:   

Others Present:  John Chmiel, Airport Manager, Josh Holbrook, Becher Hoppe Engineering 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statues, notice of this meeting was posted and copy 
Chairman Nagle called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.   

Public Comment 
 
No public comments were made. 
 
Consider Minutes of Previous Meeting, November 11, 2015 
 
Mielke made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mohr second.  All approved 7-0.  Nagle 
questioned the result of question for the State of WI regarding whether the “Chicken Drop” was 
determined to be a game of skill.  Chmiel confirmed that indeed the contest was determined to be 
a game of skill.  Chmiel also stated that Alfonso created a “hold harmless” form which is signed 
by each participant of the contest, relieving the City of any liability in the contest which is 
sponsored by Wausau Flying Service, Inc. 
 
East Hangar Development Area Update 
 
Josh Holbrook informed the committee that FAA funding for the East Hangar Development Area 
will not be released until July 2016. Therefore, bids for the project won’t be allowed until July 
and that construction won’t be able to begin until September.  This means that pavement will not 
be able to be installed until November.  November is not the optimum time of year to pave.  
There are two options:  1. Delay breaking ground on the project until summer of 2017; or 2. 
Construct up to stone on the project in 2016 except the pavement, then complete paving in spring 
of 2017. 
 
Chmiel expressed that he felt option #2 is the best.  Chmiel stated that everything would have 
had to gone perfect on the project in order to complete it in 2016 anyway, since the plan is not to 
break ground until after the balloon rally.  Mohr stated this would give the sight a year to settle, 
and probably be better for pavement letting it settle for that time before paving. Chmiel stated 
that this would allow the paving to be done before balloon rally 2017. 
 
Holbrook stated that the delay would allow more GA entitlement funding to be available in 2017 
if needed.  The downside is that “taxilane” projects are not urgent projects in the ranking system 
which may make it more difficult for funding.   



Mohr reiterated his position about completing construction up to pavement in 2016 and he felt 
that is the direction that Chmiel should direct BOA/FAA to follow. 
 
No further action taken. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action Construction 60’X80’ Private Hangar in East 
hangar Development Area 
 
Chmiel stated that action is not necessary by the committee on this issue.  This is an FYI for the 
committee.  Dr. Tom Turner has decided on a specific location for new hangar construction once 
the East Hangar Development Area is complete.  Dr. Turner has chosen the location in the phase 
I area on the far southwest corner as indicated on the proposed layout map.  Dr. Turner had 
expressed that he wanted his new hangar to face south, but Chmiel had informed him that 
hangars in the new development area will face east/west to facilitate snow removal and give the 
most efficient use of airport property for future development. 
 
Prehn asked what Dr. Turner would do with his hangar in the west hangar area.  Chmiel stated 
that Dr. Turner has two standing offers on his west hangar but is unable to enter into a sales 
agreement until he is able to secure a location to the east and begin construction. 
 
Prehn questioned whether Turners proposed hangar would be the largest hangar on the airport.  
Chmiel confirmed that it will be the second biggest private hangar on the airport if Kocourek 
builds the hangar he has been approved for. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action to Approve 60’X66’ Hangar in the West Hangar 
Development Area 
 
Chmiel explained this is a house cleaning issue.  The recorded minutes of previous meetings 
never mentioned the specific dimensions of Dr. Siebert’s hangar.  Mohr moved to approve 
construction of a 60’X66’ Hangar in the West Hangar Development Area by Dr. Derek Siebert. 
Second by Prehn.  All approved 7-0. 
 
Alexander Park Upgrade Plan – Chmiel 
 
Chmiel explained that the Southeast Side Neighborhood group wanted to make some upgrades to 
Alexander Park. Chmiel had been placed on the advisory committee for the group.  The group 
decision was to recommend an aviation theme for the park.  Chmiel presented the committee 
with picture.  Features will include:  path layout like runways/taxiways; a “control tower” jungle 
gym; an aviation themed mural on the practice tennis “bang board”; a walking path around the 
perimeter with body weight exercise stations for adults; a hangar-shaped shelter for picnics; and 
educational stations reviewing aviation fact questions/answers. 
 
The advisory committee has presented their plan to Park Director, Bill Duncanson, the Mayor, 
and City Council president and it appears there is support for the modifactions. 
 



The committee is currently trying to coordinate the “crown jewel” for the park which includes 
moving the A7 Corsair currently stewarded by the VFW at Riverside Park.  The plan includes: 
moving the airplane to the park as an Air National Guard exercise;  & mounting the aircraft in 
the park on a pedestal 10’ in the air (simulating is taking off and climbing away from the 
“runway”).  Merrill Iron & Steel are being commissioned to construct the pedestal and help with 
mounting.  Duncanson had suggested finding someone to preserve and paint the airplane also.  
Chmiel stated that he is in the process of providing cost estimates for this work.  The committee 
is also in the process of securing funding for this part of the project.  Chmiel presented pictures 
of the proposed layout (provided by Becher Hoppe) of the park.  Also included were 3D scaled 
pictures of how the airplane will look in the park. 
 
Prehn confirmed whether the airplane mounted will not be able to be climbed upon by users of 
the park.  Chmiel stated that is the intent, since the airplane will be considered a memory to 
veterans, and part of our agreement will be to not allow the airplane access by the public other 
than viewing.  Also the airplane will be mounted high enough also so that it does not interfere 
with intersection traffic.  Funding for the airplane could come from the Alexander Judd 
Foundation.  Prehn & Nagle also stated their opinion that an “airplane” of some sort should be 
available for the kids to climb on.   
 
Chmiel stated there are political channels to go through to get final approval. No further action 
taken. 
 
Airport Manager Report – Chmiel 

 
Chmiel explained the airport manager report and placed on file.  Fuel flow for 2015 end with a 
33% increase and rental ended 14% higher than 2014.  Chmiel stated that he does not anticipate a 
decrease in the future.  Chmiel announced that L & S Electric has moved their PC12 to Wausau.  
Also another PC12 has been purchased and will arrive in Wausau in August.  Wausau Flying 
Service, Inc. has hired another pilot service pilot.  Chmiel anticipates further growth in 2016/17 
and most likely an additional pilot service pilot will be hired in fall of 2016. 
 
Prehn asked if WFS provides charter.  Chmiel stated that WFS does not fly FAR 135 but they 
WFS does make referrals to WI charter companies. Chmiel stated that WFS specializes in 
providing pilot services. 
 
Chmiel also explained to the committee how “active” Wausau airplanes are determined.  
 
Abitz questioned whether Dr. Bert has provided business history report for his first year in 
business for the committee.  Chmiel stated that he hasn’t seen one.  Abitz stated that she would 
contact Bert about providing information to the committee on his one-year anniversary, since his 
lease rate was based on the volume of activity. 
 
Prehn recommended that Chmiel provide the committee with an aircraft accident history for the 
Wausau Downtown Airport sometime in the future. The report may be useful for future airport 
planning. 

 



Airport Budget Review 
 
Groat was unable to attend the meeting.  No report was given.  No action taken. 
 
Nagle announced that if there is not going to be an airport committee meeting in March, this 
meeting will be his last since he is not running for re-election.  The committee thanked Bill 
Nagle for his service to the city council and the airport committee. 

Mohr moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Mielke.  Motion carried unanimously and 
meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.    

Respectfully Submitted by John P. Chmiel, Airport Manager 

 


