
AIRPORT COMMITTEE 

Time and Place:  Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at the Wausau Downtown Airport 
Terminal Conference Room 

Members Present:  Mohr, Kellbach, Mielke, Gehrt, Nagle, Prehn 

Members Excused:   Abitz   

Others Present:  John Chmiel, Airport Manager, Tara Alfonso, Assistant City Attorney 

In accordance with Chapter 19, Wisconsin Statues, notice of this meeting was posted and copy 
sent to the Daily Herald in the proper manner. 

Chairman Nagle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

Minutes of Previous Meetings 

The minutes of May 12th, 2014 and May 19th, 2014 were reviewed and placed on file.  Kellbach 
moved to approve the committee minutes as submitted, second by Mohr.  Motion approved 5-0 

Consider Selection of Airport Committee Vice Chair 
 
Nagle stated that the committee discuss the need for a vice chair.  The vice chair will be 
responsible for conducting airport committee meetings when the airport committee chair is 
unable to attend.  Mohr stated that he had acted as airport committee vice chair in the past and 
that he would be happy to do that in the future.  Mielke nominated Mohr as vice chair of the 
airport committee, second by Gehrt.  Motion approved 5-0. 
  
Discussion and Possible Action on Tape Recording of Airport Committee 
Meetings Dissemination of Minutes - Abitz  
 
Nagle stated that Abitz was unable to attend the airport committee meeting.  Nagle asked for 
opinions regarding Abitz suggestion of tape recording airport committee meetings and having a 
City Clerk office employee disseminate the minutes.  Chmiel stated that the airport committee 
meeting minute responsibilities had been transferred to him after former alderman Gary 
Klingbeil had left the airport committee.  Although not a labor of love, Chmiel stated that he did 
not mind recording the minutes and stated that he did not feel that historically airport committee 
meeting agenda discussion items required detailed accounts of discussion required by the 
scrutiny of outside party interest.  Chmiel questioned whether tape recording the meetings would 
make parties less likely to speak with the candidness they might if their every word could be 
seen and left open to misinterpretation. Chmiel also stated that he wouldn’t mind not having the 
responsibility of the minutes.  Mohr asked if the recordings would be available to the public and 
whether airport committee meetings warranted the detailed minutes of other City committees.  
Alfonso stated that Abitz motivation was to reduce airport management work load.  No further 
action taken. 



Airport Manager’s Report – Chmiel 

Chmiel explained the Airport Manager’s Report for July 2014; and the report was placed on file.  
See copy on file. 

Airport Budget Review -  Groat 

Groat was unable to attend the airport committee meeting due to interference with another City 
Department meeting.  Airport budget review was tabled until the September airport committee 
meeting.  No further discussion. 

Discussion and Possible Action On Draft Wausau Downtown Airport Access 
Agreement To Permit Postential Adjacent Property Owner(s) To Access Airport 
Directly From Residential Property Through Security Fence - Alfonso 

Alfonso stated that the City Attorney’s office had been able to create a draft airport access 
agreement since the last airport committee meeting.  Upon completion, that draft agreement was 
forwarded to airport management. Chmiel forwarded the draft agreement to Alan Woldt  for his 
comments and suggestions, since he is a party who has expressed interest in an airport access 
agreement at the Wausau Airport.  After review of the draft, Mr. Woldt forwarded his 
suggestions for revisions to Chmiel and Alfonso the Friday before this meeting.  Alfonso felt the 
next step was to forward the draft airport access agreement (without Woldt’s recommendations) 
to the WI Bureau of Aeronautics (BOA) for review to ensure that such an agreement, as it is 
currently written, would not violate any FAA grant assurances and put FAA funding of future 
capital projects in jeopardy.  Alfonso also plans to forward Mr. Woldt’s requested modifications 
for review by the BOA  should the City deem it appropriate to make those modifications to the 
airport access agreement.   

Alfonso stated that it may be premature to enter into an airport access agreement with anyone.  
The current draft discusses taxiway access, utilities, etc. and in the area of the airport appropriate 
for an airport access agreement, none of these things are currently in place.  How could the city 
provide access to the ramp when no taxiway is in place to provide access?  How could snow be 
removed?  Alfonso stated that further research would have to be done to ensure an appropriate 
fee structure for the airport access agreement.   

Nagle stated that the airport access agreement concept sounds like a positive direction for the 
future of the airport.  Prehn questioned if there was a plan for the layout of the hangars where 
airport access agreements could be executed.  Chmiel stated that the current FAA approved 
airport layout plan showed hangar locations on the east side of the airport adjacent to residential 
properties.  Prehn questioned whether utilities or even plans for utilities for hangar development 
were in place. Prehn questioned whether it would be appropriate to enter into an access 
agreement without a plan for future development to the east in place.  Gehrt stated that the 



concept is the right one since it would encourage adjacent neighbors at the airport that were “pro-
airport” and less likely to complain about airplane noise or the airport in general.   Mohr felt it is 
the right concept, but without an overall plan proceeding further would inappropriate.  Mielke 
agreed.   

Nagle stated that it did not seem appropriate to proceed further with the airport access agreement 
until an overall “East Hangar Development Plan” had been created.  The plan should include 
utilities, ramp/taxiway locations, proposed hangar sites and dimensions.  Once this plan was 
completed, the overall concept of the “East Hangar Development Area” could be presented to the 
Planning Commission, Finance Committee, and City Council for approval along with the 
concept of the airport access agreement.  

Chmiel stated that in a meeting between airport management, the BOA and Becher Hoppe on 
June 25th, the concept of creating an east side hangar development plan was discussed.  
Considering the need expressed by the airport committee for such a plan combined with the 
airport access agreement it would be appropriate to direct the BOA to proceed with that plan 
development. 

Mohr made a motion that airport management direct the WI BOA to initiate the design of an 
“east airport hangar development plan” to include the concept of the airport access agreement 
available to adjacent private property owners.  Mielke second.  Motion approved 5-0. 

 
Discussion and Possible Action on Sale of Coe Hangar to Burt – Chmiel 
 
Chmiel explained that Mr. Rick Coe, the owner of the hangar at 915 Lakeview, wished to sell his 
hangar to Mr. Glenn Burt.  Mr. Burt is currently a T-hangar tenant at Wausau and the owner of 2 
aircraft.  The sale of a privately owned hangar at the Wausau Airport requires approval of the 
airport committee to insure that the hangar will be sold to an owner who has operational control 
of an airplane, that the new owner will use the hangar for an aeronautical purpose, and that the 
new owner will not provide a commercial aviation service at the airport.  The sale must also be 
approved by the finance committee so that a new land lease for the hangar can be executed 
between the City and Mr. Burt.  The new lease will also require City Council approval.  Mielke 
made a motion to approve the sale of the hangar to Mr. Glenn Burt and the issue be forwarded to 
the Finance Committee.  Kellbach second.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action On Adjusting Kocourek Hangar Dimensions From 
100’ X 100’ to 100’ X 116’- Chmiel 
 
Chmiel stated that Keith Kocourek had originally requested to build a 100’ X 100’ hangar east of 
corporate hangar #4.  Building code requires the hangar to be 30’ directly east of corporate #4.  
The Kocourek hangar has already been approved but after attending the public hearing regarding 
construction of the hangar, Chmiel realized that the hangar dimension approved by the airport 



committee did not match the hangar dimension specified on the conditional use permit or the 
dimension approved by the planning commission.  Already approved at 100’ X 100’, Chmiel 
stated that the actual dimension of the hangar will be 100’ X 116’. 

Chmiel stated that the increased hangar dimension did not propose any problems at the airport in 
the location requested.  Chmiel reminded the committee that the increase in size earns additional 
revenue for the airport through lease of airport property, and earns revenue for the City through 
property taxes assessed on the value of the hangar. 

Mohr made a motion to approve the construction of the Kocourek hangar with a dimension of 
100’ X 116’.  Preh second.  Motion approved 5-0.  No further action taken. 

 

Mielke moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Mohr.  Motion carried unanimously and 
meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.    


